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Mission

Casa de Esperanza de los Niños strives to break the cycle of child abuse and neglect for at-risk infants,
children and their families by providing comprehensive residential and family support programs that
transform people and communities.

Vision

Every child deserves a home that provides safety, health, permanence, and hope.
2021 IMPACT OVERVIEW

47 children received 5,683 days of care.

124 families received Aftercare services.

12 Volunteer Community Foster Families
cared for 19 children.

The 2021 Post-Adoption Caseload
was 148 adoptees.

48 parents enrolled in counseling,
classes or treatment programs.

Volunteers donated 99,404 hours.

46 Hands of Hope House Parents
provided care.

100% of children made progress toward
meeting developmental milestones.

WHO WE SERVED IN 2021

CHILDREN STATISTICS

13%
between
1 to 2
years

45%
Male

49%
Under
12 mo.

55%
Female

6% Multiracial
(Non-Hispanic)

19%
2 years

40%
African
American

24%
Multiracial
(Hispanic)

17%
3 years

GENDER

6% Caucasian

ADMISSIONS
BY AGE

24%
Hispanic

2% 4 years

BIRTH PARENT STATISTICS

2

15%
Domestic
Violence

72%
Unemployed

85%
Substance
Abuse

77%
Criminal
Record

62%
no High School
Diploma

0

47%
Mental
Illness

20

47%
Homeless

60

30%
in Foster Care
as Children

80

100%
Single Parent
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Casa de
Esperanza
provided a
total of
5,683
days of care
BIRTH PARENT
CHARACTERISTICS

A TIME FOR RENEWAL
Dear Friends and Supporters,

Yet, many innovative things are happening at Casa
de Esperanza, and the staff and Governing Board are
energized for the work and opportunities ahead. At
the heart of it all is our mission: to break the cycle of
child abuse and neglect for infants, children, and their
families by providing comprehensive residential and
family support programs that transform people and
communities. This commitment is the driving force
behind a new 3-year Strategic Plan that focuses on
strengthening our core programming; maintaining
and improving our facilities; ensuring we have
adequate financial resources to fulfill our mission;
providing continuing education opportunities for our

staff so they can better serve our clients; and focusing
on opportunities to increase the diversity of our staff
and board. We are proud of our strides in all of these
areas, and recently welcomed Angiela Zielinski to the
team as our new Chief Operating Officer. Angiela, a
licensed social worker, brings a passion for our clients
and a wealth of experience in nonprofit management.
She will work closely with the team to ensure that our
Strategic Plan goals are met.
Casa de Esperanza remains a mainstay and beacon
of hope for the children who need safety, the families
who need support, and the community that has come
to count on the hope that Casa represents. And we are
able to stay the course because of you. The saying
that “Casa never goes away” is only true because
of the commitment and generosity of our donors,
volunteers, staff, Governing Board, and community.
We invite you to join us in our year-long Birthday
celebration. Our accomplishments over the past 40
years are also YOUR accomplishments. Our dedication
to the mission of Casa de Esperanza has never been
stronger. We can’t wait to see what we can do together
for the next 40 years.

With sincere appreciation,

MELISSA L. SIMON, MSW, CFRE
Chief Executive Officer
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pring has sprung, and with it comes a sense
of renewal and hope as we celebrate Casa
de Esperanza’s 40th Birthday. This milestone is
an opportunity to look forward to the next 40
years, as well as reflect on our history and the
groundwork so carefully laid by our founders and the
many people who have contributed to Casa’s mission.
Those who forged new paths and the continued
support of our board, staff, donors and volunteers
are what allow us to continue our work, even in the
face of many challenges. These include an ongoing
pandemic that disproportionately impacts our
vulnerable families, and litigation around foster care
in Texas coupled with new legislation that changes the
definition of abuse and neglect that have resulted in
reduced referrals and increased the danger for abuse
for vulnerable children.

& Hope!
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FORTY YEARS
BY: RONNIE D. KOEHN, PH.D.
Staff Psychologist

F

or forty years, the question
of what happens to the
children and families at Casa
de Esperanza has been and
continues to be critical. Less
frequently publicized but
inseparable is a second question: What
happens to everyone who works at
Casa?
There is a child in front of you. They are
hungry, sick, and scared. No one else
is around. It is only you and a hurting
child. What do you do?

www.casahope.org

injustice, and helplessness resulting
from the previous failure of the world to
protect the child in your care.
LESSON 2: Recognizing that just
because all our known, familiar means
to comfort a child may not work on the
children when they first enter our care
does not mean that any child is beyond
hope.
If you accept never being able to fix or
undo prior damage as true, then what
can you offer to make a difference in
a hurt child’s life? The answer lies deep
within our biology and even deeper in
our sense of being, and is found in the
simple-sounding act of putting another’s
needs above your own. An act that
is not simple because it is an act that
brings change.

requires. Your sacrifice and courage
to not turn your back on this child offer
a willingness to provide aspects of the
warm togetherness missing in their lives.
LESSON 3: All of those who come to
Casa contributing to help change the
lives of children end up with their own
lives changing. The significance of
this willingness to change on behalf
of the children in our care cannot be
overstated, nor is there space in this
writing to properly acclaim its meaning.

When we let someone else change
who we are, we’re permanently
“attached” to them. Casa’s design
has allowed us to maintain these
connections across generations. Every
interaction at Casa de Esperanza has
a profound impact. Whether it was a
single donation, feeding one infant, or
Our biology dictates we need air, water, picking up one child who fell on the
food, and shelter to survive. Our biology, playground and dusting them off - you
especially in our earliest moments of life, unquestionably showed the child they
had value, meaning, and deserved to
also requires attachment. The human
be loved. Our history has also taught
infant who does not have a protective
us that no matter how brief or trivial
attachment does not survive. Just
any of those moments may have felt
as our bodies alert us to these needs
to you, your actions gave that child
through thirst, hunger, being cold, and
so on, our biology alerts to our need for their development, sense of self, way of
Forty years continue to
thinking, and making sense of the world,
attachment through our experiences
a life-changing opportunity.
of loneliness, wanting to be loved, and
teach three lessons.
feeling that we belong and have value.
Casa de Esperanza offers many things
Regardless of age, our being human
means we are all yearning for moments necessary for life and good health
LESSON 1: Every day, we discover
of “warm togetherness” when we do not to children: food, clothing, shelter,
new evidence that all of us continue
medicine, enrichment opportunities,
feel alone, empty and afraid. It seems
to underestimate the harm done to
etc. Yet, as important as those things
no accident of nature that meerkats,
children we fail to protect.
are, none compare with what you offer
puppies, kittens, and many others
through your actions that demonstrate
sleep in piles. Warm togetherness is an
It takes courage to accept this reality.
to the child they belong and are worthy
essential part of life for many.
Courage to accept that prenatal
of being loved and capable of loving
exposure to drugs, alcohol, domestic
in return. An offer that can ONLY come
Your actions to put another’s needs
violence, illness, and malnutrition have
from one human heart to another. An
above your own are the most explicit
permanently altered a child’s brain.
Courage to accept that the scars left by demonstration to say to another, “I want offer that, when you make it, changes
not only you but all of us.
neglect, physical, emotional, and sexual to be with you so much I’m willing to
change what I do and who I am.”
abuse will never go away. Yet, it is this
acceptance that provides energy for
Children come into our care because
change.
their circumstances dominate the
disruptive flaw in the availability of the
Courage and sacrifice are necessary
to face all of the sadness, despair, rage, warm, protective togetherness their life

Your decision to offer help requires
courage and sacrifice. Granted, an
effort to help a fallen child on the
playground get up, dust themselves off
and rediscover they are OK is not much
of a sacrifice of time or effort, nor does
it take a lot of courage. Your response
was automatic, thinking nothing of
it. But what if the child’s injuries were
outside the norm of childhood? What
if that child’s behavior and inability to
control themself was so severe that the
successful ways you previously offered
comfort wouldn’t work?
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of Learning

Thank you! Volunteers

Volunteering at Casa de Esperanza has looked very different over the last two years. However, since
we’ve welcomed our dedicated volunteers back to the Residential Neighborhood, we’ve been able
to bring back group play dates, meal deliveries, house volunteers, Prelude Music, and many new
faces. As we continue to navigate this new normal, we greatly appreciate the continued support of
our volunteers.

G

arrett Hankamer, Eagle Scout Candidate: “I created
the boxes in hopes of giving the kids a way to experience
how nature can impact them with a scent box, sight box, and
a wonderful butterfly box. I also wanted to show them how
different plants grow, as they would be able to watch them
grow over time. I thought making beautiful planter boxes would
be a great way to showcase these different plants and be able
to make their benefits easily accessible. I created the boxes
to hopefully give the house parents and children something to
bond over and experience together.”

YOUR
ATION
DEDIC
SA
MAKE
ENCE
DIFFER
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olunteers: After two years of celebrating our volunteers
through virtual and drive-thru appreciation events, we were
thrilled to host Volunteer Appreciation Week in-person and in
the neighborhood. Our volunteers have done an amazing job
remaining consistent despite COVID-19 closures, changes in
protocols, and the ever-changing nature of the neighborhood.
Their willingness to show up every week for the children at Casa
de Esperanza deserves to be celebrated!

M

“Having the opportunity to give back to Casa
during the past year has been extremely
rewarding, knowing that even though it felt like
the world had been turned upside down, we were
still able to make an impact.” - AVA, CASA VOLUNTEER

mberly Bossert, JLH: “I started volunteering with Casa
de Esperanza de Los Niños in August 2021. I was an active
A
member in the Junior League of Houston and my placement

was at Casa. My first day at Casa was intimidating at first but so
rewarding. I was able to meet the main group of house parents
and two of the children they were housing at the time. I very
quickly developed a bond with the children in the house. I look
forward to my Sunday afternoons in the Casa neighborhood,
where the activities have included, going to the neighborhood
park, playing cars, reading books, going to Prelude music
class, decorating for the holidays, eating snacks/dinner, and
just enjoying each other’s company. In my short time at
Casa, I have learned so much about the organization, the
neighborhood, house parents, and children. The love that you
feel between the house parents and children is so obvious and
it’s really nice to be included in that connection.”
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enninger Clinic:
Our Aftercare
team noticed an
immediate increase in
their client needs once
the child tax credit
ended. As a result, our
pantry supplies were
quickly depleting.
However, we’ve had
amazing community
partners such as the
Menninger Clinic
host donation drives
to collect toiletries,
nonperishable food,
and household
products, ensuring
that our pantry is
stocked.
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BUILDING HOPE

for Children Gala

T

he 2022 Building Hope for Children
Gala, chaired by Mary Ellen and
Scott Prochazka, was held Sunday,
May 1, 2022 at The Revaire.

Over 450 guests gathered together
in-person for the first time in three years
to celebrate Casa de Esperanza's 40th
year of providing hope and a home to
children in crisis. Chaired by Mary Ellen
& Scott Prochazka, the gala honored
former and current Hands of Hope
House Parents and Casa's caregivers as
the Spirit of Hope honorees, with over 30
in attendance.

GALA CHAIRS
Mary Ellen & Scott Prochazka
GALA PLANNING COMMITTEE
Bart Barrett
Tammy & David Barringer
Collier Blades
Ben Brown
Jordan Chismar
Jacquelyn Cox
Brittany & Brad Dinerstein
Alan Ellahham
Raine & Alan Falik
Marris Goldberg
Colleen McLaughlin

An inaugural award, the Kathy
Foster Spirit of Service Award, was
presented. Named after one of Casa
de Esperanza's founders, this award
honors past house parents who
embody Kathy Foster's compassion for
caring for children. We were elated to
have the first recipient, Mary Haynes, in
attendance, coming all the way from
Alaska to receive the award.

The birthday theme was evident
around the room, from the floral cake
centerpieces created and donated
by H-E-B to the balloon garlands from
Oh What Fun, to a custom floral candle
backdrop by Pinky Rose Floral! Before
the program wrapped up and dancing
to Radio Live Band ensued, each guest
received a slice of birthday cake with a
lit candle. Together, everyone blew out
their candle, making a wish for Casa de
Esperanza's future and the families and
children we serve.

The event featured a silent auction, live
auction, wine pull, and Diamonds Direct
diamond tennis bracelet raffle. Johnny
Bravo emceed and served as the

In all, the event raised over

6

evening's auctioneer for the paddles
up and live auction, which combined
raised over $100,000 for Casa.

Mary Ellen and
Scott Prochazka

$735,000 for the children of Casa de Esperanza!

Thank you for Igniting HOPE!

WINBERN
Friend of Casa de Esperanza
CASTLE COURT
The Ellwood Foundation
EOG Resources
Mary Ellen & Scott Prochazka
HYDE PARK
Collier & Richard Blades
Sylvie & Gary Crum
Mary & Miguel Espinosa
Meg & Kirk Gentle
John P. McGovern Foundation
Mary & Ron Neal
Flo McGee & Wade Upton
Chinhui & Eddie Allen / Eagle
Global Advisors
Bonner & George Ball /
Ben Brown / Deborah &
Russell Brown / Caroline & Will
Brown
Tammy & David Barringer / EY
Karen & Henry Dixon / Truist
Julie Baldwin / Dr. Kay Motil
/ Josephine Rodgers / Frank
Rynd / Bill Schmidt / Ed Smith
/ Drs. Marilyn & Andrew
Wilking
The Zimmerman Family /
Raymond James & Associates
CHENEVERT
Mary & Jack Balagia
Bart Barrett
Minnie & Ed Cappel
Jordan & Bryan Chismar
Jacquelyn & Collin Cox
Deloitte
Linda & Mike DeMasie
Brittany & Brad Dinerstein
Shannon & Patrick Hayes
H-E-B
Hildebrand Fund
Houston Rockets
Katie & Patrick Hwu
Carlos Caballero & Ken Jeck
Alison Young & Jelani Kendrick
Marek Family
Shelley Starr & David Martin
Lindy & Tom McGee
April & Wells McGee
Susu & Fred Meyer
Mindy & Scott Michelman
Barb & Dan Molinaro
Lynne & Mike Morris
Margaret & Kevin O'Donnell
Brooke & Billy O'Neil
Amy & Mike Reeves
Matt Reichenthal
Katie & Jay Register
Megan & Jason Ryan
Ellen & Charles Sheedy
Lauren & Trent Sims
Jan & Tom Simmons
Melissa & Jeff Simon

Generous

Strong Landscaping
Betty & Mike Squyres
Jill & Jerry Sutton
Lois & Chuck Thomsen
Patti & Paul Yetter
Claire & Greg Bassett / Susan &
Marc Brown
Joseph Chen / Regina Lewis
/ Julie & Stephen Chen /
Elizabeth & Justin Douglass /
Marian & Dillon McCarty
ALMEDA
Frances & Tim Arnoult
Sandy & Mike Ballases
Marsha & Debs Cofer
Concepcion Family
Kathy & Steve Covey
Kathy O'Neil & Philip Ferguson
Friend of Casa de Esperanza
Theresa & Ray Frierson
Allison & Philip Wise / Insgroup
Jayne & Garrett Johnston
Betty & Jim Key
Colleen & Ted McLaughlin
Hannah Herzog & Roland
Mosher
Marsha & Charlie Parker
PNC Bank
Isla & T.R. Reckling
Judy Seré
Christine & Jay Sherman
Leslie & Charles Simmons
Kim & Margaret Wheless
Ellen Yarrell

THANK YOU TO OUR
AUCTION DONORS
ABCs Puppy Zs
Abejas Boutique
Marcia & Joe Alexander
Alice Blue Restaurant
Allison Esley
Al's Handmade Boots
Tim & Frances Arnoult
Azuma Sushi & Robata Bar
Tammy & David Barringer
Be Mi Los Angeles
Berg Hospitality Group
Bernhardt Winery
Bluebonnet & Sage Candle Co.
Brightside Balloons
BruceGlen
Casa de Esperanza
Chardé Jewelers
Children's Museum of Houston
Club Champion
Colores Collective
David & Michael Cordúa
Jacqueline & Collin Cox
David Michael Salon
The Dogwood
DuBose Defense
eculent restaurant
Elephant Seven
Emerson Sloan

UNDERWRITERS!

House Parents Bisola
Olowe, Hannah Nystro
m,
Lilly Snellman, Nina
Khorey, and Emily Be
ll

Betsy Enzensberger & ArtSugar
Frank's American Revival
Mike Foreman
French Cuff Boutique
Teresa & Robert Gay
Gr8 Plate Hospitality
Graze HTX
Rysse Goldfarb
Good Lad Barbershop
Hand & Stone Massage & Facial
Spa - Rice Village
The Health Museum
Hilton Houston Post Oak by The
Galleria
Holocaust Museum Houston
Hopi Tepees
Houston Ballet
Houston City Council Member
Mike Knox
Houston Grand Opera
HS Green
Iris Gifts & Decor
Karbach Brewing Company
J. Landa Jewelry
Jeni's Splendid Ice Creams
Kailo Chic
La Taste
Leaf & Grain
Loft18
Lone Star Flight Museum
Luxury Escapes International
The Mad Potter
Cory Madden
made by lena, llc
Corie & Nick Mathews
McHugh Tea Room & Gifts
Colleen & Ted McLaughlin
Peggy & Merrill A. (Pete) Miller
Doris & Paul Miller
Andrea & Gary Morton
New Orleans Museum of Art
NOV
Ocean Star Museum
Piermarini
Pine Dunes Resort & Golf Club
Pivot Point Advisors - Marc
Schindler, CFP
Prelude Music Foundation
Purple Mango
Quillian Center
Raspberry Rose

Refresh Dermatology
Reliant an NRG Company
Relish
River Oaks Chrysler Jeep
Dodge Ram
Rock & Bowl/Ye Olde College
Inn
Rover Oaks Pet Resort
Scattered Pieces Quilters
Sensia Studio
Sixty Vines
Soccer Shots
Strong Landscaping
The Sweet Boutique
Texas Wine School
The Upper Hand
Ticketmaster
Topnotch Tabletops
Tova Malibu
Traveler's Table
Veronica Beard
WEEKLEY FAMILY YMCA
Whiskey Towers
Will Weaver
William Price Distillery
Wolfie's Swim School

BECAUSE OF
YOU, WE ARE
MAKING
A DIFFERENCE
IN CHILDREN'S
LIVES.

SUMMER | 2022

THANK YOU TO OUR
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Luciana’s TURNAROUND
T
he story of Luciana is a truly inspiring one.
She was admitted to Casa de Esperanza
when she was only 14 months old. Her
mother was a single parent and she relied
on Casa for help because she had trouble
managing her work schedule and financial
issues. She had worked with us before and knew she
could always turn to Casa when she needed it most.

www.casahope.org

We were deeply concerned about Luciana when she
arrived at Casa de Esperanza. She was 16 pounds,
had low muscle tone, and showed signs of gross
motor delays. She lived in the Casa Residential
Neighborhood for three and a half months, and by

8

HOPE Leaders is a group of emerging
leaders and professionals dedicated to
embracing and sharing the mission of
Casa de Esperanza to end the cycle of
childhood abuse and neglect.
For more information on getting involved with
HOPE Leaders, email LLieb@casahope.org.

her 18-month checkup, had gained four pounds.
With the proper nutrition, constant care, and love that
Luciana received at Casa, she grew into an entirely
different child — one that our pediatrician described
as “bouncing off the walls” with energy. This is a
common occurrence, thanks to our incredible staff
and all they do to help children like Luciana thrive.

We love seeing how much Luciana
has grown — and we can’t wait to
see what comes next for her!

SAVE the DATE
40TH REUNION WEEKEND
Birthday Party & 12th Annual Chili Cook-Off
October 28 – 30, 2022

For ways to continue the celebration visit
casahope.org/celebrate40

We caught up with one of our
scholarship recipients!

Meet

MARCUS

Now that Casa de Esperanza is long past its infancy, so are many of the
children who have come through our programs. Part of Casa's Post-adopt
Program is a scholarship program for children who want to continue
their education beyond high school. Each year, we award 5-10 college
students with support to help with tuition and supplies. We recently had the
opportunity to catch up with one of our 2022 recipients, Marcus.
TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF. I'm a creative type, and I like to give
back. I'm a Christian. I also love planes. They are pretty fascinating to me;
ever since I was a little kid, I've liked airplanes. I have a flight simulator that
I fly during my free time. I'm also a bit of an adventure type, I guess you
could say.
THAT IS SO COOL! SO WHAT IS YOUR CONNECTION TO CASA DE
ESPERANZA? My two older brothers and I were placed in foster care at
Casa when I was younger. And ultimately, we were adopted by my parents. My dad's sister is the reason that I am the person I
am today. She has been the foundation of my life.
WHAT SCHOOL ARE YOU CURRENTLY ATTENDING, AND WHY DID YOU CHOOSE IT? I'm currently a sophomore at Sam
Houston State University. I chose this school because it was the right size for me. It wasn't too big. Finding a smaller school was
important for me so I could really get to know my teachers and feel comfortable reaching out for help. One of the things I like
most here is the interactions with everybody.
IT'S GREAT THAT YOU FOUND A PLACE THAT WORKS SO WELL FOR YOU. TELL ME ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE STUDYING.
I double major in kinesiology and education here at Sam.
CAN YOU SHARE WHAT YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU FINISH SCHOOL? My original plan was to be a coach, because I
played a lot of sports growing up, including football, baseball, and basketball. I'm studying kinesiology and education. It's the
study of the mind and body together.
WHAT DOES YOUR CAREER PATH LOOK LIKE NOW? Being a coach is actually my backup plan. I really want to be a pilot. But
I know that I need to have a solid foundation in education first. The aviation industry can be tough so I wanted to make sure
that if it doesn't work out, I can fall back into something else that I love.
WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FALL OF 2022? Fall 2022 is a big step for me. I'm going back home and doing strictly online
classes and starting flight school. So I'm going to be a full-time college student and also a full-time flight school student.
WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN FOUR YEARS? I see myself being a CFI [Certified Flight Instructor], teaching people how to
fly.

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS DECIDING IN COLLEGE IS THE BEST ROUTE FOR THEM? Do not
worry if you truly don't know what you want to do. There are a lot of opportunities out there for you. Just choose something
that you like.
I DO ABSOLUTELY HOPE YOU ACHIEVE ALL OF THOSE THINGS AND BEYOND!
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WHAT ABOUT IN 10 YEARS? In 10 years, I see myself flying commercial, or in private industry, like flying corporate people
around or something like that. I just haven't chosen yet because I haven't taken any classes or really talked to people about
what the difference between commercial and corporate is.
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s a monthly Hearts of Hope donor, I know that
I can offer hope to the children in Casa de
Esperanza's care all year round.

When I began giving monthly to Casa de Esperanza, I
had no idea that the funds my family and I give each
month would make such a difference in the lives of the
children at Casa. This organization has helped so many
vulnerable and at-risk children, but now thanks to the
incredible staff and donors like me, they are in a safe
place where they can learn how to thrive.
Recently, I was able to visit the Casa de Esperanza
Neighborhood and see firsthand the amazing work
Casa does. From the House Parents who give so much
of themselves to show these children that they deserve
love, to the caseworkers who work hand-in-hand with
the entire family unit, they exemplify that Casa's global
view for family stability is first and foremost.

Not only do these children have access to nutritious
meals and exceptional medical care, but they also
receive education and developmental skills that will set
them up for success when they return home.
I know that my gift is not only providing joy to these
children during certain times of the year but that when
a child is admitted to Casa de Esperanza at 3:00 am on
Tuesday in June, Casa's staff have the resources they
need at that critical moment.
I have been a Hearts of Hope donor for almost four
years. For 45 months, I have committed to helping the
countless children and families that come to Casa de
Esperanza during their most vulnerable times. For 45
months, I know my gift has touched families when they
need it. For me, knowing that Casa has the resources
they need to fill their pantries and intake children at any
point in time means the world.

www.casahope.org

This Hearts of Hope Donor wishes to remain anonymous.
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“But I give best when I give from that deeper place; when I give
simply, freely and generously, and sometimes for no particular
reason. I give best when I give from my heart.”
– STEVE GOODIER
If you'd like to join this core giving circle, visit casahope.org/hearts-of-hope. It's easy to do, and a
monthly gift as small as $10 provides wipes for one child for a month!

CATALOGUE OF

Giving

Casa de Esperanza is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization which relies entirely
upon the generosity of the community to fund its programs. No government or
public funds are accepted, nor is Casa de Esperanza affiliated with the United
Way. Below are a few ways you can partner with Casa de Esperanza to fulfill its
mission.

4MAKE A DONATION
Donate today at www.casahope.org/donate or mail in the enclosed
envelope. Here are just a few things your gift provides:
• $10 - Wipes: Provide a small package of baby wipes for a child in our
		 neighborhood – we go through several thousand wipes each week!
• $50 - Lifebook Supplies: Each child that receives care at Casa de
		 Esperanza has a Lifebook created for him/her filled with photos,
		 drawings and memories.
• $100 - Emergency Utility Expenses: Provide emergency funds to an
		 Aftercare family for utility expenses. Many of our families struggle to
		 make ends meet and rely on Casa de Esperanza to help them through
		 their challenges.
• $150 – Car Seat: Provide a car seat for the children in our program.
		 Ensure a child's safety, no matter where they travel.
• $500 - Home Inspections for Foster Families in Harris County: Fire and gas
		 inspections of a home are required before a family can become
		 licensed as a Volunteer Community Foster family.

4FACEBOOK FUNDRAISER
Have a virtual birthday celebration and hold a fundraiser on
Facebook to share your love of Casa de Esperanza with others. Set
a goal, share with your friends, and raise vital funds for Casa de Esperanza! In
order to make holding a Facebook Fundraiser as easy as possible for you, we
have created a fundraiser tool kit that includes a sample email, cover images,
and pictures that you can use to personalize your own page. Visit www.
casahope.org/host-a-birthday-fundraiser to get started!

4GIVE THROUGH YOUR DONOR ADVISED FUND
When you give a gift to a nonprofit organization, you want your charitable
donation to be as effective as possible. Donor Advised Funds (DAFs), the
fastest-growing charitable giving vehicle in the United States, are a flexible
and tax-efficient way to give to Casa de Esperanza. When you contribute
cash, securities or other assets to your DAF, you are generally able to take an
immediate tax deduction. Have a DAF? Recommend Casa de Esperanza
when you wish to make a gift (search our EIN 76-0105306 on any DAF charity
database). Don’t have a DAF but want to establish one? Talk to your financial
institution (like Fidelity, Vanguard or Schwab), or contact the Greater Houston
Community Foundation to set one up. For additional information contact
your plan administrator.
Mary Nicholas had a love for children and a dream that she could one
day help children in need. In 1990, “Miss Mary” generously donated land to
Casa de Esperanza. With the opening of the Casa de Esperanza Residential
Neighborhood in 2008, her dream became a reality. Miss Mary’s love for
children will continue as future generations of children heal, flourish and grow
on this beautiful land.
The Mary Nicholas Legacy Society honors visionary individuals who choose to
invest in the future of Houston’s children with a planned gift benefiting Casa de
Esperanza. Learn more about how you can leave a legacy at
www.casahope.org/legacy.

SUMMER | 2022

4INTRODUCING THE MARY NICHOLAS LEGACY SOCIETY
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Casa de Esperanza de los Niños, Inc.
PO Box 301209
Houston, Texas 77230
Address Service Requested
Phone: (713) 529.0639
Fax:
(713) 529.9179

Thank you to our 2022 Boards and Trustees
GOVERNING BOARD

Ben Brown, President
Thomas W. McGee, Past President
Meg Gentle, Vice President
Michael Morris, Treasurer
Mary Ellen Prochazka, Secretary
Marsha Dodson, Assistant Secretary
Rebecca “Becky” Baker
Bart Barrett
Jacquelyn Cox
Brad Dinerstein
Karen Dixon
Kathleen Foster, LMSW
Shannon Hayes, M.D.
Jayne Johnston, JLH Outside
Representative (non-voting)
Colleen McLaughlin
Kathleen J. Motil, M.D., Ph.D.
Katherine O’Neil, MSW
Matthew Reichenthal, HOPE Leaders
Liaison (non-voting)
Ed Smith
Marilyn Wilking, M.D.
Melissa L. Simon, MSW, CFRE
(non-voting)

EMERITUS (NON-VOTING)
MEMBER
Michael Cordúa
Josephine Rodgers

FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
Daniel Molinaro, Chair
Karen Dixon, Vice Chair
Casa Governing Board Liaison
Melissa L. Simon, Secretary –
Treasurer

David Barringer
Gregory D. Bassett
Will Brown
Miguel Espinosa
Billy O’Neil
Frank Rynd
Charles Simmons
Wade Upton

EMERITUS (NON-VOTING)
MEMBER
Lonnie L. Blanchard
Josephine Rodgers

ADVISORY BOARD
Adela & Pedro Alvarez
Frances & Tim Arnoult
Julie Baldwin
Tammy Barringer
Laurel & James E. "Jeb" Bashaw
Claire Bassett
Megan & Brad Beauchamp
Jenine Boyd
Charlene Brandau
Lydia Brantley
Juliet & Scott Breeze
Caroline Brown
Susan & Marc Brown
Donna & George Buenik
Regina Lewis & Joseph Chen
Julie & Stephen Chen
Jordan & Bryan Chismar
Juana Collins
David Cordúa
Lucia Cordúa
Kathy & Steve Covey
Collin Cox

Emily Crosswell
Sylvie & Gary Crum
Jose Delgado
Brittany Dinerstein
Samuel Dodson, III
Lauren & Carlton Ellis
Tami & Frank Erwin
Mary Espinosa
Raine & Alan Falik
Phil Ferguson
Mitzi & Tom Fleissner
Alayna & Brian Gendron
Kirk Gentle
Ana Trevino-Godfrey & Jonathon
Godfrey
Marris & Rob Goldberg
Carol & Frank Gruen
Ricardo Guajardo
Amy & Amir Halevy
Clayton & Spencer Harkness
Sally & Forrest Hoglund
Katie & Patrick Hwu
Isla & Joseph Jornayvaz
Sarah Joseph
Betty & Jim Key
Brenda & Tom Koch
Adrienne L. LeGendre, M.D.
Araceli & Jonathon Martinez
Becky & David McClanahan
Soraya & Scott McClelland
Christiana & Luke McConn
Flo McGee
Tina Melo
Trini Mendenhall
Susu & Fred Meyer
Mindy & Scott Michelman
Doris & Paul Miller

Peggy & Pete Miller
Martha & Peter Mims
Ali & Pearson Montgomery
Jerri & Jim Moore
Patti & Mike Morgan
Beth & Richard Morris
Lynne Morris
Hannah Herzog & Roland Mosher
Mary & Ron Neal
Sarah & Tim Neuhaus
Laura & Roy Nichol
Brooke O'Neil
John O'Shea
Susan & Mark Papa
Marsha & Charles Parker
Scott Prochazka
Amy & Mike Reeves
Gwen & Jonas Referente
Katie & Jay Register
Virginia Rico
Ashley & Roger Rule
Kim Saragusa
Christine & Jay Sherman
Leslie Simmons
Lauren & Trent Sims
Shelley Starr
Lois Thomsen
Carrie & John Vallone
Jackie & Darrin Ward
Rita Wearden
Kim Wheless
Connie & Tommy Wright
Alison Young
Greta & Chuck Zimmerman

Casa de Esperanza de los Niños, Inc. does not sell donor information or provide donor addresses to outside firms, organizations or individuals. If you do not wish your name
to be listed as a donor in Casa de Esperanza publications, have an address change, or wish to be removed from future mailings, please contact us at casa@casahope.org.

