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Dear Friends,

A

s the end of the
year approaches,
it can be tempting
to look back at
the continued
unpredictability and challenges
we have encountered. Yes, we are
still adapting to the ever-changing
landscape that a pandemic brings
us, and certainly these challenges
disproportionately impact many
among us, including the families
served by Casa de Esperanza.

www.casahope.org

Your support allows us to continue
to look forward and remain
focused on our mission to break
the cycle of child abuse and
neglect for infants, children
and their families by providing
comprehensive residential
and family support programs
that transform people and
communities. It is often said that
it takes a village to raise a child,
and that is always true at Casa
de Esperanza, where meaningful
relationships are at the heart of
everything we do.
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There is much to look forward to at
Casa de Esperanza. During a year
of leadership transition, we are
encouraged and inspired by the
strong foundation on which Casa
has been built. In fact, we eagerly

anticipate the opportunity to
celebrate Casa’s 40th Anniversary
in 2022! That’s FOUR DECADES
of keeping children safe from
abuse and neglect, providing
hope and help to families in crisis,
welcoming dedicated volunteers
to our Residential Neighborhood,
and working with our generous
donor community. During this
time, more than 6,000 children and
their families have been touched
by Casa staff, volunteers and
donors. I hope you’ll stay tuned
in to our e-newsletters and social
media over the coming months to
learn how you can get involved
in planning and celebrating this
special milestone with us!
We also look forward to affirming
the work of Casa de Esperanza
and planning for the next several
years through a robust Strategic
Planning process this fall. With
the input of past and present
staff, volunteers, donors, volunteer
foster families and community
partners, our future commitment

We eagerly anticipate the opportunity to celebrate
Casa’s 40th Anniversary in 2022! That’s FOUR DECADES
of keeping children safe from abuse and neglect...

to Casa’s mission will be as firm
and as bright as its past.
Because of many dedicated
friends, donors, volunteers and
community organizations, our
commitment to keeping children
safe and providing help and hope
to their families endures.
Throughout this newsletter, you’ll
learn more about what we’re
doing to secure the future of Casa
de Esperanza and how you can
get involved. I hope you will
partner with us for the Triple the
Hope Annual fund and join us
for an exciting 40th Anniversary
Building Hope for Children Gala
next May. Your many contributions
are Casa’s greatest resource, and
we value your commitment to our
mission.
Sincerely,

Melissa L. Simon, MSW, CFRE
Chief Executive Officer

HEALING
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Hands of HOPE

r. Victoria Chu served as a Casa de
Esperanza Hands of Hope House Parent in
2010. Following her service year, Victoria
attended medical school at University of
California, San Francisco and completed
a dual pediatrics residency and Masters in Public
Health before beginning a fellowship with the CDC
Epidemic Intelligence Service. She became involved
with the national response to COVID-19 before the first
case was even detected in the United States. In July
2021, Victoria began a Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Fellowship at UCSF.

“

The experience I gained working
with and taking care of young children at
Casa de Esperanza was invaluable to my role
as a pediatrician. It not only guided my choice
to become a pediatrician, but really helped me
connect with the patients and their families as
I had a better understanding of the daily
struggles of childcare.

as a result of distance learning and worried about
the unmeasurable long-term impacts of not just
academic learning, but the emotional, mental,
and physical health of these children. To better
understand how to safely reopen schools, I was
fortunate to be able to lead a CDC investigation
to better understand COVID-19 transmission in
elementary schools which ultimately helped inform
national guidelines for school reopening during the
pandemic. While it’s been just over ten years since
I was at Casa, I can honestly say my time there
continues to impact my career choices as both

”

a clinician and a public health epidemiologist.

The Hands of Hope Service Year Program provides
recent college graduates first-hand experience
caring for emotionally and medically fragile children.
Hands of Hope House Parents commit a year to live
and work with the children living in the Casa de
Esperanza residential neighborhood and undergo
comprehensive training before caring for children.
House Parents work with caseworkers, medical and
developmental personnel, and volunteers to ensure
that the children receive the highest quality care.
Applications are accepted throughout the year.

Working with children and families within the
foster care system allowed me to witness firsthand
the importance of preventative medicine and
community health.It spurred my initial interest in
public health and continues to inform the work I
do today. For instance, working with the children
and their families highlighted the importance of
a stable home and school structure on a child’s
development. With national school closures
and my history at Casa of working with children
experiencing neglect and trauma, I was acutely
aware of the deepening inequality between
children from lower and higher income families
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Increasing data supports the complex connections
between adverse childhood events with long-term
health outcomes, and the children I fostered at
Casa de Esperanza constantly serve as a very
personal reminder of the importance of addressing For more information on the Hands of Hope Service
a patient holistically with wraparound care. We are Year, please contact HandsofHope@casahope.org.
trained in medical school and residency to learn
the clinical information, but nothing can replace
the understanding of these children and the
complexities of their care and their home/social
situations that I gained from my year at Casa.
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fter over a year without in-person activities, Casa de
Esperanza Young Professionals were thrilled to host
the 11th Annual Chili Cook-Off, presented by Strong
Landscaping & Dignity Memorial - Adelante Group, on Sunday,
November 7th at The West End – A Public House. Casa de
Esperanza’s Young Professionals and the Houston community
came together for delicious chili tastings, friendly competition,
and red-hot family fun all in support of providing HOPE and a
HOME for children in crisis. Nearly $60,000 was raised, 20 teams
participated, and over 300 people were in attendance!

Congratulations to our Winning Teams!
FIRST PLACE – Wet Hot American Chili Preppers
SECOND PLACE - Rum Runner
PEOPLE’S CHOICE – Death by Chili
BEST TEAM NAME – The Chili Dogs
BEST DÉCOR – Tropical Thunder
Thank you to everyone who came out to enjoy this great day,
volunteer, and help us raise vital funds for our mission.
Our gratitude goes out to our sponsors, judges, in-kind
vendors, and raffle donors as well!

www.casahope.org

THANK YOU TO OUR HOST COMMITTEE
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Courtney Arnold
Cameron Burns
Russell Cadle
Ashby Combs
Margaret Dieta
Erika & Coby DuBose
Alan Ellahham
Abimbola Farinde
Ryan Fisher
Tracey Gilliland

Lindsay Gregory
Ally Hatz
Nikolas Henry
Jose & Laura Linardi
Nealy Mraz
Lizzie Prochazka
Matt Reichenthal
Cindy Rodriguez
Richard Sarabia
Martha Villanueva

To learn more about the
Young Professionals Giving Society or to
see a list of upcoming events and activities,
visit www.casahope.org/Young-Professionals

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Save the Date!
SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022
THE REVAIRE

Celebrating 40 years of providing HOPE and a HOME
HONORING

Hands of Hope House Parents
GALA CHAIRS

Mary Ellen & Scott Prochazka
www.casahope.org/2022Gala

Frances & Tim Arnoult
Julie Baldwin
Bart Barrett*
Bonner & George Ball
Sandy & Mike Ballases
Tammy & David Barringer*
Claire & Greg Bassett
Collier & Richard Blades*
Ben Brown*
Caroline & Will Brown
Deborah & Russell Brown
Susan & Marc Brown
Drs. Julie Longoria & Stephen Chen
Drs. Regina Lewis & Joseph Chen
Jordan & Bryan Chismar*
Jacquelyn & Collin Cox*
Sylvie & Gary Crum
Brittany & Brad Dinerstein*
Karen & Henry Dixon
Marsha & Sam Dodson
Drs. Elizabeth Chen & Justin Douglass
Mary & Miguel Espinosa
Raine & Alan Falik*
Kathy O’Neil & Phil Ferguson
Kathy Foster
Theresa & Ray Frierson
Leslie & Tom Frye
Meg & Kirk Gentle
Marris & Rob Goldberg*
Katie & Patrick Hwu
Jayne & Garrett Johnston
Alison Young & Jelani Kendrick
Betty & Jim Key
Shelley Starr & David Martin
Drs. Marian & Dillon McCarty
Lindy & Tom McGee
Flo McGee
April & Wells McGee
Colleen & Ted McLaughlin*
Barbara & Dan Molinaro
Lynne & Michael Morris
Kathleen J. Motil, MD, PhD
Mary & Ron Neal
Margaret & Kevin O’Donnell
Brooke & Billy O’Neil
Marsha & Charles R. Parker
Mary Ellen & Scott Prochazka*
Isla & T. R. Reckling
Matt Reichenthal
Josephine Rodgers
Frank Rynd
Bill Schmidt
Judy Seré
Christine & Jay Sherman
Leslie & Charles Simmons
Jan & Tom Simmons
Melissa & Jeff Simon*
Ed Smith
Alan Ellahham* & Thomas Strong
Lois & Chuck Thomsen
Wade Upton
Kim & Margaret Wheless
Drs. Marilyn & Andrew Wilking
Patti & Paul Yetter
Greta & Chuck Zimmerman
*Planning Committee
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HOST COMMITTEE
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Providing LASTING CHANGE
Casa de Esperanza Provides Support for Families in Need

W

www.casahope.org

hen Brianna and Jordan realized
they could no longer care for their
two children or keep them safe, they
turned to Casa de Esperanza and
voluntarily placed Nyla (one year
old) and Nathan (three years old) in our care. Brianna
and Jordan both struggled with drug addiction and
mental illness. With the help of their Casa caseworkers,
they developed a Plan of Service that would help
them reach their goal of family reunification and
permanency. Meanwhile, Nyla and Nathan thrived in
the Casa de Esperanza neighborhood. Nathan went
from shy nervous toddler to social butterfly on the
playground. Nyla was diagnosed with developmental
delays and received the therapy she needed to
begin walking and talking. Both children loved easily
and were easily loved by everyone in the home,
adults and other children alike. After six months,
Brianna and Jordan were still struggling, and it was
decided that the children would live with Jordan’s
parents, Marion and James.
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accessing additional benefits and stimulus funds.
After several months out of work, James found
employment as a bus mechanic. However, in order
to start work, James needed to provide his own set of
hand tools – an expense the family couldn’t afford.
James called Casa’s Aftercare Caseworker, and Casa
de Esperanza purchased the tools James needed.
Now James once again has steady employment
with benefits and potential for growth. Marion and
James are grateful for the continued support from
Casa de Esperanza over the years. James especially
appreciates that Casa de Esperanza literally provided
him with the tools he needed for his new job –
providing not just one-time assistance, but the chance
for long-term stability for the family.

It was clear from the beginning that while they didn’t
have many resources, Marion and James loved Nyla
and Nathan and were committed to providing them
with a safe and stable home. Marion stayed home
with the children, ensuring that Nyla continued to
get the therapies she needed and showering both
with unconditional love. At first Casa de Esperanza
frequently helped the family with food, clothing,
diapers and other necessities through the Aftercare
Program. Over time, James was able to secure
steadier employment as a truck driver and they were
better able to support the children on their own. While
Jordan sees the children regularly and has become
a positive influence in their lives, Brianna continues
to struggle with addiction and untreated mental
illness. Marion and James filed for and received legal
custody of the children and are in the process of
adopting Nyla and Nathan.
When COVID-19 hit, James was laid off from his job
and had trouble finding work. Casa de Esperanza
was there to help the family with groceries and

With the help of their Casa de Esperanza caseworkers, they developed a Plan of Service
that would help them reach their goal of family reunification and permanency.

B

FOR MAKING THIS ALL POSSIBLE

eing able to provide for one’s family
shouldn’t be anyone’s struggle. But for
many, Like Marion and James, it is. For them,
Casa de Esperanza provides hope, and our
caseworkers are the change families need.
And for us, you make this all possible.
We, too, have changed over the last 39 years,
transforming from a single home for children in crisis
to a comprehensive program that serves the entire
family. Change creates innovation, and we invite
you to be the change for everyone in our Casa de
Esperanza family.

And RIGHT NOW, your gift will be tripled by a
generous donation. For every $1 you give, Casa
de Esperanza will receive an additional $2, further
extending your contribution.
Casa is a lifeline for hundreds of children like Nyla
and Nathan. Thank you for being ours.

Gratefully,

BE THE CHANGE for Nyla and Nathan
Who have received the personalized care
they need to bloom.

Melissa L. Simon MSW, CFRE
Chief Executive Officer

BE THE CHANGE for hundreds of families
Who benefit from our Residential and
Family Support Programs.

You can make a secure gift online at
www.casahope.org/triple. No matter the
size, your support provides a world of
change for our children.

BE THE CHANGE for our volunteers
Who thanklessly give a piece of themselves.
When you give to Casa de Esperanza, you invest in
a safe community. Your partnership supports the
ONLY agency in the Greater Houston Area providing
emergency and voluntary residential foster care
for children birth to age 6 and case management
services for the parents, all at no charge to the family.
And, you join 100% of the Casa staff and board
members who have contributed to this effort.
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Thank You
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TIS THE SEASON TO SEND OUT ADORABLE GREETING CARDS AND
SHOWCASE YOUR SUPPORT TO CASA DE ESPERANZA to all of your
friends and family! This year’s three new designs were created and
designed by the children in our programs and voted on as your
favorites in our first ever Holiday Card Design Contest!
For a minimum $20 donation, receive a pack of 10 blank cards
and envelopes for you to self-mail. Place your order online at
www.casahope.org/holiday-cards or contact
edubose@casahope.org for more information. *While supplies last

Thank you to our $5,000
and above Foundation
and Corporate donors!
May 1, 2021 – September 30, 2021
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights Aids, Inc.
Burns & McDonnell Foundation
CFP Foundation
David Weekley Family Foundation
Herbalife Nutrition Foundation
Houston Northwest Lions Club
Jack H. and William M. Light Charitable Trust
John and Charlene O’Shea Family
Foundation
John P. McGovern Foundation
John T. Shea Charitable Foundation
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston
Medallion Foundation, Inc.
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
NRG Retail Foundation
Outscan Fund
Palmer Foundation
PNC
Saint John the Divine Episcopal Church
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Matching Gifts
Shirley and David Toomim Family Foundation
Spencer Stuart & Associates
Spindletop Charities, Inc.
Strake Foundation
TC Energy
The Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable
Foundation
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Ellwood Foundation
The Florence and William K. McGee, Jr
Family Foundation
The George Foundation
The Gordon A. Cain Foundation
The Susan Vaughan Foundation, Inc.
The W. T. and Louise J. Moran Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
Vivian L. Smith Foundation
Wayne Duddlesten Foundation
Whalley Foundation
Denotes gifts received, not pledged. Every effort has
been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. We
apologize for any errors or omissions. Chili Cook-Off
Sponsors are listed on Page 4 of this newsletter.

CATALOGUE OF

Giving

Casa de Esperanza is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, which relies
entirely upon the generosity of the community to fund its programs.
No government or public funds are accepted, nor is Casa de
Esperanza affiliated with the United Way. Below are a few ways you
can partner with Casa de Esperanza to fulfill its mission.

4GIVE THROUGH YOUR DONOR-ADVISED FUND
When you give a gift to a nonprofit organization, you want your
charitable donation to be as effective as possible. Donor-Advised
Funds (DAFs), the fastest-growing charitable giving vehicle in the
United States, are a flexible and tax-efficient way to give to Casa
de Esperanza. When you contribute cash, securities, or other assets
to your DAF, you can generally take an immediate tax deduction.
Have a DAF? Recommend Casa de Esperanza when you wish to make a gift (search our EIN 76-0105306 on any DAF
charity database). Don’t have a DAF but want to establish one? Talk to your financial institution (like Fidelity, Vanguard, or
Schwab), or contact the Greater Houston Community Foundation to set one up. For additional information, contact your
plan administrator.

4IRA ROLLOVER (QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION)
If you are 70½ or older, you may be able to make a gift to Casa de Esperanza with a distribution from your Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) by making a Qualified Charitable Donation, commonly known as an “IRA Charitable Rollover.”
Here are some benefits of giving through your IRA:
• Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to Casa de Esperanza.
• Your gift through an IRA Charitable Rollover counts towards your required minimum distribution.
• Your gift is not included in your taxable income. Even if you do not itemize your deductions, you benefit by removing
		 your distribution from your taxable income.
• Gifts through an IRA Charitable Rollover* can be used to satisfy pledge payments.
*Please note that IRA Charitable Rollover gifts do not qualify for a charitable deduction.
To designate Casa de Esperanza as a beneficiary of an IRA Charitable Rollover gift, contact your IRA plan administrator.
In order to be qualified as a charitable donation, your IRA administrator MUST make the distribution directly to Casa de
Esperanza, or you may write a check to us from your IRA checkbook. Please contact us if you wish for your gift to be used
for a specific purpose.

4GIFTS OF APPRECIATED STOCK
You may be able to increase your gift and your tax deduction by donating appreciated stock to charity. When you donate
publicly traded stock to Casa de Esperanza, you will generally be able to take a deduction for the total fair market value of
the stock. You will not have to pay capital gains tax on the amount of appreciation in that value. To achieve these results,
the stock generally must be publicly traded and must have been held for at least one year. Your gift of appreciated stock is
fully deductible up to 30% of your adjusted gross income.

4AMAZON

4DONATION DRIVE
Donation drives are a great way to raise awareness of our organization and collect items our children need. This is the
perfect opportunity for a family or group project and can be done anytime throughout the year. For a list of suggested
items, please visit www.casahope.org/basic-needs-donations.
Casa de Esperanza is not a professional financial advising organization. Any information included in this newsletter does not constitute financial or legal advice.
Please consult your personal financial, legal, and/or tax counsel with questions regarding your personal giving or tax benefits.
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Visit our Amazon Wish List to see an up-to-date list of the things Casa de Esperanza needs the most. Then, with a simple click,
the order will be purchased and delivered straight to our door! Find our list at www.casahope.org/amazon.
Shop through AmazonSmile, and Amazon will donate 0.5% of each of your orders to Casa de Esperanza.
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Thank you! Volunteers

YOUR
DEDICATION
MAKES A
DIFFERENCE

Volunteering at Casa de Esperanza has looked very different over the last year and a half. However, since we’ve welcomed
our dedicated volunteers back to the Residential Neighborhood, we’ve been able to bring back group play dates, meal
deliveries, house volunteers, Prelude Music, and so much more. As we continue to navigate this new norm, we greatly
appreciate the continued support of our volunteers.

C

rafts for Kids: Iniya selected Casa de Esperanza as the
recipient of craft kits as part of her Girl Scout Silver Award
to promote artistic relief amongst kids in the neighborhood.

Q

www.casahope.org

ueen of the Playground: Being in the neighborhood
allows Julie to unleash her inner child, which has led to
her nickname “Queen of the Playground.” Julie loves the
excitement the kids bring to the houses as well as random
dancing and sing-a-longs.
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C

amden: As we slowly began to open back up to volunteer
groups, we were excited to have a team from Camden
mount TVs that they previously donated. The Camden
volunteers have a unique skillset ideal for assisting with muchneeded neighborhood maintenance projects.

B

ring On The Playdates: Chevron was our first group of
volunteers to return to the neighborhood since 2020. These
fantastic volunteers brought the fun back with bubbles,
chalk, and snacks for the kids.

We look forward to having many of you back
in the neighborhood soon! For more information
on volunteering at Casa de Esperanza, visit
www.casahope.org/volunteer.

THANK YOU
FOR
MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
AND
PROVIDING
HOPE!

Thank you to our 2021 Boards, Trustees, and Young Professionals
Ben Brown, President
Thomas W. McGee, Past President
Katherine O’Neil, MSW, Vice
President
Meg Gentle, Treasurer
Marilyn Wilking, M.D., Secretary
Marsha Dodson, Assistant Secretary
Rebecca Baker
Bart Barrett
Jacquelyn Cox
Brad Dinerstein
Karen Dixon
Kathleen Foster, LMSW
Shannon Hayes, M.D.
Jayne Johnston, JLH Outside
Representative (non-voting)
Brenda Koch
Colleen McLaughlin
Michael Morris
Kathleen J. Motil, M.D., Ph.D.
Mary Ellen Prochazka
Josephine Rodgers
Ed Smith
Melissa Simon, MSW, CFRE, CEO
(non-voting)

GOVERNING BOARD EMERITUS
Michael Cordúa

FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
Daniel Molinaro, Chair
Karen W. Dixon, Vice Chair
Casa Governing Board Liaison
Melissa Simon, MSW, CFRE, CEO,
Secretary – Treasurer
David Barringer
Gregory D. Bassett
Will Brown

Miguel Espinosa
Billy O’Neil
Frank Rynd
Charles Simmons
Wade Upton

FOUNDATION TRUSTEES EMERITUS
Lonnie L. Blanchard
Josephine W. Rodgers

ADVISORY BOARD
Adela and Pedro Alvarez
Frances and Tim Arnoult
Tammy Barringer
Laurel and James E. “Jeb” Bashaw
Claire Bassett
Megan and Brad Beauchamp
Marie and Ed Bosarge
Jenine Boyd
Lydia Brantley
Pam and Murray Brasseux
Juliet and Scott Breeze
Caroline Brown
Susan and Marc Brown
Donna and George Buenik
Meredith and Patrick Chastang
Regina Lewis and Joseph Chen
Julie and Stephen Chen
Juana Collins
Shelly and Matt Connor
David Cordúa
Lucia Cordúa
Kathy and Steve Covey
Collin Cox
Emily Crosswell
Sylvie and Gary Crum
Nicole and Kenady Davis
Mari and Juan DeShon
Bob Dillard
Brittany Dinerstein
Samuel Dodson, III

Lauren and Carlton Ellis
Tami and Frank Erwin
Mary Espinosa
Linda and Mark Evans
Raine and Alan Falik
Phil Ferguson
Mitzi and Tom Fleissner
Alayna and Brian Gendron
Kirk Gentle
Ana Trevino-Godfrey and Jonathon
Godfrey
Jodi and Mickey Gough
Carol and Frank Gruen
Ricardo Guajardo
Amy and Amir Halevy
Clayton and Spencer Harkness
Lindy and Graham Hill
Sally and Forrest Hoglund
Katie and Patrick Hwu
Isla and Joseph Jornayvaz
Sarah Joseph
Betty and Jim Key
Tom Koch
Adrienne L. LeGendre, M.D.
Kevin Maley
David B. Martin
Araceli and Jonathon Martinez
Becky and David McClanahan
Soraya and Scott McClelland
Christiana and Luke McConn
Flo McGee
Tina Melo
Trini Mendenhall
Susu and Fred Meyer
Doris and Paul Miller
Peggy and Pete Miller
Martha and Peter Mims
Ali and Pearson Montgomery
Jerri and Jim Moore
Patti and Mike Morgan
Beth and Richard Morris

Lynne Morris
Hannah Herzog and Roland Mosher
Tracy Moss
Mercedes and Gabriel Navarro
Mary and Ron Neal
Sarah and Tim Neuhaus
Laura and Roy Nichol
Brooke O’Neil
Charlene O’Shea
Charlotte Orr
Susan and Mark Papa
Marsha and Charles Parker
Beth Sufian and James Passamano
Scott Prochazka
Gwen and Jonas Referente
Katie and Jay Register
Virginia Rico
Ashley and Roger Rule
Kim Saragusa
Christine and Jay Sherman
Leslie Simmons
Michael S. Stude
Jane and Bill Thomas
Lois Thomsen
Jackie and Darrin Ward
Rita Wearden
Kim Wheless
Connie and Tommy Wright
Greta and Chuck Zimmerman

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
BOARD
Matthew Reichenthal, President
Martha Villanueva, Past President
Alan Ellahham
Abimbola Farinde
Brian Gendron
Ally Hatz
Charlie Mouton
Nealy Mraz
Charlie Reyes
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GOVERNING BOARD
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Casa de Esperanza de los Niños, Inc.
PO Box 301209
Houston, Texas 77230
Address Service Requested
Phone: (713) 529.0639
Fax:
(713) 529.9179

Casa de Esperanza de los Niños, Inc. does not sell donor information or provide donor addresses to outside firms, organizations or individuals. If you do not wish your name
to be listed as a donor in Casa de Esperanza publications, have an address change, or wish to be removed from future mailings, please contact us at casa@casahope.org.
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programs that transform people and communities.

